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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -28 are presented for examination. 

2. Claims 1,10, and 23 are amended. 

3. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 

1 . 1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicants submission filed on 1/8/2008 has been 
entered. 

The New Grounds of Rejection 

4. Applicant's amendment and argument with respect to claims 1-28 filed on 1/8/2008 have 
been fully considered but they are deemed to be moot in views of the new grounds of 
rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lu, US 
Patent Number 7,065,778 B 1 , hereinafter Lu, in view of Cohen et al., US Patent Number 
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6,963,358, hereinafter Cohen, and in further views of Billmaier et al., US Patent Number 
■ 7,055,104, hereinafter Billmaier. 
7. Referring to claim 1 , Lu teaches a system supporting the indirect control of at least one 
media peripheral, the system comprising: 

a first television display (display 212 of PVR 200; Col 6 lines 21-28, figure 3) in a 
first home with respect to a first user in the first home (the place where PVR 200 resides 
corresponds to "a first home"; Col 6 lines 43-61, Col 1 lines 64-67, figure 3, and a user 
exists to use each PVR in each home); 

a first storage in the first home (data storage device 218 of PVR 200 corresponds 
to "a first storage"), the first storage for storing media (Col 10 lines 26-29, 40-43, data 
storage device 218 of a PVR is used for storing TV programs for future viewing), and 
having a first network protocol address, with respect to a second user in a second home 
(IP address of PVR 200 corresponds to "a first network address"; Col 10 lines 10-15, 
each PVR is associated with an IP address); 

a second storage (data storage device 218 of PVR 200A, figure 2) in the second 
home (figure 3, PVR 200 A is physically separated from PVR 200, Col 6 lines 43-61, Col 
1 lines 64-67), and having a second network protocol address (IP address of PVR 200A 
corresponds to "a second network address"; Col 10 lines 10-15, each PVR is associated 
with an IP address); 

server software (EGP server 304) that maintains a user defined association of the 
first and second network protocol addresses (Col 6 lines 54-58, PVR 200A is used to 
record desired TV shows requested by user from PVR 200, and once PVR 200A record 
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the TV show, PVR 200A transmits the TV show to the EGP server 304, which then 
transmits the TV show to the requested PVR 200; the association of PVR 200 and PVR 
200A is made when PVR 200A is identified to record the user desired program, and the 
server must maintain the association of the network protocol address of PVR 200 and 
200A for media transfer) and that receives via a communication network (Internet 302 
corresponds to "a communication network"; figure 3) a request (Col 9 lines 8-10, 29-44, 
server receives a request from PVR 200) that identifies one of the associated first and 
second network protocol addresses (IP address of PVR 200) by a user at the first home 
(Col 10 lines 10-15, IP address of PVR 200 is identified as the requester), and responds 
by identifying the other of the associated first and second network protocol addresses 
(Col 6 lines 45-50, network address of PVR 200A is located (identified) for server to 
send request to record desired TV shows) to support control from the first home, via the 
communication network (Col 6 lines 54-58, PVR 200A is used to record desired media 
requested from PVR 200, and once PVR 200A obtains the media, PVR 200A transmits 
the media to the EGP server 304, which then transmits the media to the requested PVR 
200). 

Lu does not teach at least one media peripheral, in the second home, 
communicatively coupled to the second storage; and the server software that receives a 
request that identifies one of the at least one media peripheral, and at least one media 
peripheral command selected by a user, and responds with media from the identified one 
of the at least one media peripheral, at the second home, according to the at least one 
media peripheral command. 
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Cohen teaches, at least one media peripheral (digital camera 10'), in a second 
home (the place where digital camera 10' resides corresponds to "a second home", figure 
6 A) communicatively coupled to the second storage (device 100b); and server software 
(server 808) that receives a request that identifies one of the at least one media peripheral, 
and at least one media peripheral command selected by a user (Col 13 lines 22-33, Col 14 
lines 19-27, user requests to server for accessing and downloading data captured from 
digital camera 10'; user requested download corresponds to "the at least one media 
peripheral command"), and responds with media from the identified one of the at least 
one media peripheral (Col 14 lines 19-27, 60-67, image data captured from digital camera 
10' is provided to requester 812, 910), at the second home (digital camera 10' resides at 
second home), according to the at least one media peripheral command (Col 13 lines 22- 
33, Col 14 lines 19-27, user requests to download). 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate at least one media peripheral of Cohen in Lu, 
because both Cohen and Lu teach a first device requests media information stored on a 
second device via a server (see figure 3 of Lu and figure 6A of Cohen). 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
modification to Lu would allow the media data of a peripheral to be transmitted to a 
remote location and allow authorized individuals to gain access and retrieve the media 
data as taught by Cohen (Col 3 lines 29-31, and Col 4 lines 42-54). 

Furthermore, Lu does not explicitly teach, wherein the second user is known to 
the first user. 
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Billmaier teaches an interactive television system in a television network 
environment that is similar to Lu (figure 1 and related passage), and wherein that in each 
interactive television system contains a videoconferencing buddy list for the user video 
conferencing with other users in the network (Col 8 lines 63-67), and wherein the users in 
the buddy list must be known to the user. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate the buddy list of Billmaier to Lu, so that each user 
in each home of Lu can maintains a buddy-list of other users in other homes. 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
modification to Lu because having the buddy-list would allow each user to maintain a list 
of other users and allow each user to organize friends and families on their own home 
television system for communication and information exchanging as taught by Billmaier 
(Col 1 lines 12-19). 

8. Referring to claim 2, Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 1 wherein the first and 
second network protocol addresses are one of an Internet protocol (IP) address, a media 
access control (MAC) address, and an electronic serial number (ESN) (Lu, Col 10 lines 
10-15, each PVR is associated with an IP address). 

9. Referring to claim 3, Lu and Cohen in combination teaches the system of claim 1, and 
Cohen further teaches wherein the at least one media peripheral comprises one or more of 
a digital camera, a digital camcorder, an MP3 player, a home juke-box system, a multi- 
media personal digital assistant (PDA), and/or a mobile multi-media gateway device (Col 
14 lines 19-27, figure 6C of Cohen, peripheral in Cohen is a digital camera). 
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10. Referring to claim 4, Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 1 wherein the media 
comprises one or more of audio, a still image, video, and data (Lu, Col 7 lines 25-28, 
network 300 operate with any type of media content: audio, video, graphics, information, 
data, and/or the like in any type of format). 

1 1. Referring to claim 5, Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 1 wherein the media 
comprises real-time video (Col 7 lines 25-28; Col 6 lines 50-53, media being recorded are 
the requested TV show, which is recorded when it is broadcast (real-time video) by a TV 
provider). 

12. Referring to claim 6, Lu and Cohen in combination teaches the system of claim 1, and 
Cohen further teaches wherein the at least one media peripheral command comprises one 
or more of on, off, select, play, capture, download, erase, delete, zoom, focus, pan, tilt, 
set compression format, set resolution, set frame rate, set quality, rewind, fast forward, 
scan, list, skip, and/or check status (Col 13 lines 22-33, Col 14 lines 19-27 of Cohen, user 
requests to server for accessing and downloading data captured from digital camera 10'; 
user requested download corresponds to "the at least one media peripheral command")- 

13. Referring to claim 7, Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 1 wherein the 
communication network comprises one or more of a cable infrastructure, a satellite 
network infrastructure, a digital subscriber line (DSL) infrastructure, an Internet 
infrastructure, an intranet infrastructure, a wired infrastructure, and/or a wireless 
infrastructure (Lu, Col 7 lines 1-8, PVR 200, 200A and EGP server 304 may be coupled 
via coaxial cable, copper wire, fiber optics, the Internet 302, wireless communication and 
the like). 
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14. Referring to claim 8, Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 1 wherein the 
communication network is the Internet (Lu 5 Col 7 lines 1-8, Internet 302). 

15. Referring to claim 9 5 Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 1 further comprising: a 
user interface (EGP, electronic programming guide corresponds to "a user interface"), at 
the first home (where PVR 200 resides, figure 3 of Lu), for identifying at least one of the 
second home (Lu, Col 6 lines 45-50, PVR 200A is located), the at least one media 
peripheral, and the at least one media peripheral command (Cohen's digital camera and 
downloading request, Col 14 lines 19-27); and the user interface supporting at least one 
media channel (Col 6 lines 35-61, user utilizes EPG to locate desired media). 

16. Referring to claim 10, Lu teaches a system supporting the indirect control of at least one 
media peripheral, the system comprising: 

a first storage (data storage device 218 of PVR 200) in a first home (the place 
where PVR 200 resides corresponds to "a first home"; Col 6 lines 43-61, Col 1 lines 64- 
67, figure 3) that stores media (Col 10 lines 26-29, 40-43, data storage device 218 of a 
PVR is used for storing TV programs for future viewing), and having a first network 
address (IP address of PVR 200 corresponds to "a first network address"; Col 10 lines 
10-15, each PVR is associated with an IP address) with respect to a first user in a first 
home (a user exists to use each PVR in each home); 

a second storage (data storage device 218 of PVR 200A, figure 2) in a second 
home (figure 3, PVR 200A is physically separated from PVR 200, Col 6 lines 43-61, Col 
1 lines 64-67), and having a second network protocol address (IP address of PVR 200A 
corresponds to "a second network address"; Col 10 lines 10-15, each PVR is associated 
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with an IP address) with respect to a first user in a first home (a user exists to use each 
PVR in each home); 

set top box circuitry (PVR 200 corresponds to "set top box circuitry"; Col 5 lines 
26-35), in the first home, communicatively coupled to the first storage and the second 
storage (figures 2 and 3, PVR 200 is communicatively coupled to data storage device 
1 18 of PVR 200 and PVR 200A); 

server software (EGP server 304) that maintains a user defined association of the 
first and second network addresses (Col 6 lines 54-58, PVR 200A is used to record 
desired TV shows requested by user from PVR 200, and once PVR 200A record the TV 
show, PVR 200A transmits the TV show to the EGP server 304, which then transmits the 
TV show to the requested PVR 200; the association of PVR 200 and PVR 200 A is made 
when PVR 200A is identified to record the user desired program, and the server must 
maintain the association of the network address of PVR 200 and 200A for media transfer) 
and that receives via a communication network (Internet 302 corresponds to "a 
communication network"; figure 3) a request (Col 9 lines 8-10, 29-44, server receives a 
request from PVR 200) that identifies one of the associated first and second network 
protocol addresses (IP address of PVR 200) by a user at the first home (Col 10 lines 10- 
15, IP address of PVR 200 is identified as the requester), and responds by identifying the 
other of the associated first and second network protocol addresses (Col 6 lines 45-50, 
network address of PVR 200A is located (identified) for server to send request to record 
desired TV shows) to support control from the first home, via the communication 
network (Col 6 lines 54-58, PVR 200A is used to record desired media requested from 
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PVR 200, and once PVR 200 A obtains the media, PVR 200 A transmits the media to the 
EGP server 304, which then transmits the media to the requested PVR 200). 

Lu does not teach at least one media peripheral, in the second home, 
communicatively coupled to the second storage; and the server software that receives a 
request that identifies one of the at least one media peripheral, and at least one media 
peripheral command selected by a user, and responds with media from the identified one 
of the at least one media peripheral, at the second home, according to the at least one 
media peripheral command. 

Cohen teaches, at least one media peripheral (digital camera 10'), in a second 
home (the place where digital camera 10' resides corresponds to "a second home", figure 
6 A) communicatively coupled to the second storage (device 100b); and server software 
(server 808) that receives a request that identifies one of the at least one media peripheral, 
and at least one media peripheral command selected by a user (Col 13 lines 22-33, Col 14 
lines 19-27, user requests to server for accessing and downloading data captured from 
digital camera 10'; user requested download corresponds to "the at least one media 
peripheral command"), and responds with media from the identified one of the at least 
one media peripheral (Col 14 lines 19-27, 60-67, image data captured from digital camera 
10' is provided to requester 812, 910), at the second home (digital camera 10' resides at 
second home), according to the at least one media peripheral command (Col 13 lines 22- 
33, Col 14 lines 19-27, user requests to download). 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate at least one media peripheral of Cohen in Lu, 
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because both Cohen and Lu teach a first device requests media information stored on a 
second device via a server (see figure 3 of Lu and figure 6A of Cohen). 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
modification to Lu would allow the media data of a peripheral to be transmitted to a 
remote location and allow authorized individuals to gain access and retrieve the media 
data as taught by Cohen (Col 3 lines 29-31, and Col 4 lines 42-54). 

Furthermore, Lu does not explicitly teach, wherein the second user is known to 
the first user. 

Billmaier teaches an interactive television system in a television network 
environment that is similar to Lu (figure 1 and related passage), and wherein that in each 
interactive television system contains a videoconferencing buddy list for the user video 
conferencing with other users in the network (Col 8 lines 63-67), and wherein the users in 
the buddy list must be known to the user. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate the buddy list of Billmaier to Lu, so that each user 
in each home of Lu can maintains a buddy-list of other users in other homes. 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
modification to Lu because having the buddy-list would allow each user to maintain a list 
of other users and allow each user to organize friends and families on their own home 
television system for communication and information exchanging as taught by Billmaier 
(Col 1 lines 12-19). 
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1 7. Referring to claim 1 1, Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 10 wherein the media 
comprises one or more of audio, a still image, video, and/or data (Lu, Col 7 lines 25-28, 
network 300 operate with any type of media content: audio, video, graphics, information, 
data, and/or the like in any type of format). 

1 8. Referring to claim 12, Lu and Cohen in combination teaches the system of claim 10, and 
Cohen further teaches wherein the at least one media peripheral comprises one or more of 
a digital camera, a digital camcorder, an MP3 player, a home juke-box system, a multi- 
media personal digital assistant (PDA), and/or a mobile multi-media gateway device (Col 
14 lines 19-27, figure 6C of Cohen, peripheral in Cohen is a digital camera). 

19. Referring to claim 13, Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 10 wherein the first 
and second network addresses are one of an Internet protocol (IP) address, a media access 
control (MAC) address, and/or an electronic serial number (ESN) (Lu, Col 10 lines 10- 
15, each PVR is associated with an IP address). 

20. Referring to claim 14, Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 10 wherein the 
communication network comprises one or more of a cable infrastructure, a satellite 
network infrastructure, a digital subscriber line (DSL) infrastructure, an Internet 
infrastructure, an intranet infrastructure, a wired infrastructure, and/or a wireless 
infrastructure (Lu, Col 7 lines 1-8, PVR 200, 200A and EGP server 304 may be coupled 
via coaxial cable, copper wire, fiber optics, the Internet 302, wireless communication and 
the like). 

21. Referring to claim 15, Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 10 wherein the 
communication network is the Internet (Lu, Col 7 lines 1-8, Internet 302). 
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22. Referring to claim 16, Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 10 wherein the server 
software forwards media from the at least one media peripheral to the set top box 
circuitry (Lu, Col 6 lines 45-58, server forwarded the requested media from its source to 
the requesting PVR). 

23. Referring to claim 17, Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 10 wherein the server 
software is at a location separate from the first home and the second home (Lu, figure 3, 
Col 7 lines 20-24, EGP server 304 resides on a single physical computing device). 

24. Referring to claim 18, Lu teaches a system supporting the indirect control of at least one 
media peripheral, the system comprising: 

a first storage (data storage device 218 of PVR 200) in a first home (the place 
where PVR 200 resides corresponds to "a first home"; Col 6 lines 43-61, Col 1 lines 64- 
67, figure 3) that stores media (Col 10 lines 26-29, 40-43, data storage device 218 of a 
PVR is used for storing TV programs for future viewing); 

a source (data storage device 218 of PVR 200A, figure 2); 

set top box circuitry (PVR 200 corresponds to "set top box circuitry"; Col 5 lines 
26-35), in the first home, to exchange media between the first storage and the source (Col 
6 lines 54-58, PVR 200A is used to record desired media requested from PVR 200, and 
once PVR 200A obtains the media, PVR 200A transmits the media to the EGP server 
304, which then transmits the media to the requested PVR 200), the source being 
configured to be indirectly controlled by the set top box circuitry in the first home (Col 6 
lines 43-54, PVR 200 schedules the recording at remote PVR 200A which is indirectly 
controlling the source of media content); and 
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server software that supports the exchange of media between the source and the 
set top box circuitry (Col 6 lines 54-58, PVR 200A is used to record desired media 
requested from PVR 200, and once PVR 200A obtains the media, PVR 200A transmits 
the media to the EGP server 304, which then transmits the media to the requested PVR 
200). 

Lu does not teach at least one media peripheral, in the second home, and the 
server software that supports the delivery of least one media peripheral command to the 
at least one media peripheral, and the exchange of media between the peripheral and the 
set top box circuitry. 

Cohen teaches, at least one media peripheral (digital camera 10'), in a second 
home (the place where digital camera 10' resides corresponds to "a second home", figure 
6 A) communicatively coupled to the second storage (device 100b); and server software 
(server 808) that receives a request that identifies one of the at least one media peripheral, 
and at least one media peripheral command selected by a user (Col 13 lines 22-33, Col 14 
lines 19-27, user requests to server for accessing and downloading data captured from 
digital camera 10'; user requested download corresponds to "the at least one media 
peripheral command"), and responds with media from the identified one of the at least 
one media peripheral (Col 14 lines 19-27, 60-67, image data captured from digital camera 
10' is provided to requester 812, 910), at the second home (digital camera 10' resides at 
second home), according to the at least one media peripheral command (Col 1 3 lines 22- 
33, Col 14 lines 19-27, user requests to download). 
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It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate at least one media peripheral of Cohen in Lu, 
because both Cohen and Lu teach a first device requests media information stored on a 
second device via a server (see figure 3 of Lu and figure 6A of Cohen). 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
modification to Lu would allow the media data of a peripheral to be transmitted to a 
remote location and allow authorized individuals to gain access and retrieve the media 
data as taught by Cohen (Col 3 lines 29-31, and Col 4 lines 42-54). 

25. Referring to claim 19 3 Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 18 wherein the media 
comprises one or more of audio, a still image, video, real-time video, and data (Lu, Col 7 
lines 25-28, network 300 operate with any type of media content: audio, video, graphics, 
information, data, and/or the like in any type of format). 

26. Referring to claim 20, and Cohen in combination teaches the system of claim 18, Cohen 
further teaches wherein the at least one media peripheral command comprises one or 
more of on, off, select, play, capture, download, erase, delete, zoom, focus, pan, tilt, set 
compression format, set resolution, set frame rate, set quality, rewind, fast forward, scan, 
list, skip, and/or check status (Col 13 lines 22-33, Col 14 lines 19-27 of Cohen, user 
requests to server for accessing and downloading data captured from digital camera 10'; 
user requested download corresponds to "the at least one media peripheral command"). 

27. Referring to claim 21, Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 18 wherein the 
communication network comprises one or more of a cable infrastructure, a satellite 
network infrastructure, a digital subscriber line (DSL) infrastructure, an Internet 
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infrastructure, an intranet infrastructure, a wired infrastructure, and/or a wireless 
infrastructure (Lu, Col 7 lines 1-8, PVR 200, 200A and EGP server 304 may be coupled 
via coaxial cable, copper wire, fiber optics, the Internet 302, wireless communication and 
the like). 

28. Referring to claim 22, Lu Cohen in combination teaches the system of claim 18, Cohen 
further teaches wherein the at least one media peripheral comprises one or more of a 
digital camera, a digital camcorder, an MP3 player, a home juke-box system, a multi- 
media personal digital assistant (PDA), and/or a mobile multi-media gateway device (Col 
14 lines 19-27, figure 6C of Cohen, peripheral in Cohen is a digital camera). 

29. Referring to claim 23, Lu teaches a system supporting the indirect control of at least one 
media peripheral, the system comprising: 

set top box circuitry (PVR 200 corresponds to "set top box circuitry"; Col 5 lines 
26-35), in the first home (the place where PVR 200 resides corresponds to "a first home"; 
Col 6 lines 43-61, Col 1 lines 64-67, figure 3), communicatively coupled to control a 
source at a second home (Col 6 lines 43-54, PVR 200 schedules the recording at remote 
PVR 200 A which is indirectly controlling the source of media content). 

software (EGP server 304) that maintains a user defined association of the first 
and second network protocol addresses (Col 6 lines 54-58, PVR 200A is used to record 
desired TV shows requested by user from PVR 200, and once PVR 200A record the TV 
show, PVR 200A transmits the TV show to the EGP server 304, which then transmits the 
TV show to the requested PVR 200; the association of PVR 200 and PVR 200A is made 
when PVR 200A is identified to record the user desired program, and the server must 
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maintain the association of the network protocol address of PVR 200 and 200A for media 
transfer) with respect to a first and second users, respectively, in the first and second 
homes, respectively, (a user exists to use each PVR in each home) the software receives 
via a communication network (Internet 302 corresponds to "a communication network"; 
figure 3) a request (Col 9 lines 8-10, 29-44, server receives a request from PVR 200) that 
identifies one of the associated first and second network protocol addresses (IP address of 
PVR 200) and responds by identifying the other of the associated first and second 
network protocol addresses (Col 6 lines 45-50, network address of PVR 200 A is located 
(identified) for server to send request to record desired TV shows) to support control 
from the first home, by the set top box circuitry via the communication network (Col 6 
lines 54-58, PVR 200A is used to record desired media requested from PVR 200, and 
once PVR 200A obtains the media, PVR 200A transmits the media to the EGP server 
304, which then transmits the media to the requested PVR 200). 

Lu does not teach at least one media peripheral, in the second home, 
communicatively coupled to the second storage; and the server software that receives a 
request that identifies one of the at least one media peripheral, and at least one media 
peripheral command selected by a user, and responds with media from the identified one 
of the at least one media peripheral, at the second home, according to the at least one 
media peripheral command. 

Cohen teaches, at least one media peripheral (digital camera 10'), in a second 
home (the place where digital camera 10' resides corresponds to "a second home", figure 
6 A) communicatively coupled to the second storage (device 100b); and server software 
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(server 808) that receives a request that identifies one of the at least one media peripheral, 
and at least one media peripheral command selected by a user (Col 13 lines 22-33, Col 14 
lines 19-27, user requests to server for accessing and downloading data captured from 
digital camera 10'; user requested download corresponds to "the at least one media 
peripheral command"), and responds with media from the identified one of the at least 
one media peripheral (Col 14 lines 19-27, 60-67, image data captured from digital camera 
10' is provided to requester 812, 910), at the second home (digital camera 10' resides at 
second home), according to the at least one media peripheral command (Col 13 lines 22- 
33, Col 14 lines 19-27, user requests to download). 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate at least one media peripheral of Cohen in Lu, 
because both Cohen and Lu teach a first device requests media information stored on a 
second device via a server (see figure 3 of Lu and figure 6A of Cohen). 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
modification to Lu would allow the media data of a peripheral to be transmitted to a 
remote location and allow authorized individuals to gain access and retrieve the media 
data as taught by Cohen (Col 3 lines 29-31, and Col 4 lines 42-54). 

Furthermore, Lu does not explicitly teach, wherein the second user is known to 
the first user. 

Billmaier teaches an interactive television system in a television network 
environment that is similar to Lu (figure 1 and related passage), and wherein that in each 
interactive television system contains a videoconferencing buddy list for the user video 
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conferencing with other users in the network (Col 8 lines 63-67), and wherein the users in 
the buddy list must be known to the user. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate the buddy list of Billmaier to Lu, so that each user 
in each home of Lu can maintains a buddy-list of other users in other homes. 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
modification to Lu because having the buddy-list would allow each user to maintain a list 
of other users and allow each user to organize friends and families on their own home 
television system for communication and information exchanging as taught by Billmaier 
(Col 1 lines 12-19). 

30. Referring to claim 24, Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 23 wherein the first 
and second network protocol addresses are one of an Internet protocol (IP) address, a 
media access control (MAC) address, and/or an electronic serial number (ESN) (Lu, Col 
10 lines 10-15, each PVR is associated with an IP address). 

3 1 . Referring to claim 25, Lu and Cohen in combination teaches the system of claim 23, and 
Cohen further teaches wherein the at least one media peripheral comprises one or more of 
a digital camera, a digital camcorder, an MP3 player, a home juke-box system, a multi- 
media personal digital assistant (PDA), and/or a mobile multi-media gateway device (Col 
14 lines 19-27, figure 6C of Cohen, peripheral in Cohen is a digital camera). 

32. Referring to claim 26, Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 23 wherein the 
communication network comprises one or more of a cable infrastructure, a satellite 
network infrastructure, a digital subscriber line (DSL) infrastructure, an Internet 



Application/Control Number: Page 20 

10/660,267 

Art Unit: 2153 

infrastructure, an intranet infrastructure, a wired infrastructure, and/or a wireless 
infrastructure (Lu, Col 7 lines 1-8, PVR 200, 200A and EGP server 304 may be coupled 
via coaxial cable, copper wire, fiber optics, the Internet 302, wireless communication and 
the like). 

33. Referring to claim 27, Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 23 wherein the 
communication network is the Internet (Lu, Col 7 lines 1-8, Internet 302). 

34. Referring to claim 28, Lu as modified teaches the system of claim 23 further comprising: 
a user interface (EGP, electronic programming guide corresponds to "a user interface"), 
at the first home (where PVR 200 resides, figure 3 of Lu), for identifying at least one of 
the second home (Lu, Col 6 lines 45-50, PVR 200A is located), the at least one media 
peripheral, and the at least one media peripheral command (Cohen's digital camera and 
downloading request, Col 14 lines 19-27); and the user interface supporting at least one 
media channel (Col 6 lines 35-61, user utilizes EPG to locate desired media). 



Conclusion 

35. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Liang-che Alex Wang whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3992. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am 
to 5:00 pm. 

36. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton B Burgess can be reached on (571)272-3949. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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37. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Liang-che Alex Wang 
January 15,2008 




